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I hope, therefore, that unless some substantial justice can be done
to British Indians before Responsible Government is granted, and unless
the British Government will, in accordance with pre-war promises, put
them, in its own words, on the same footing as British Indians at the Cape,
it will be infinitely better that Law 3 of 1885 remained as it was and that
the whole question was considered by Responsible Government.

Of course, all these remarks will still leave it free to the Government
to do justice in the case of the late Aboobaker Amod with which, after
all, the British Indian community as a whole is not concerned.

The unforeseen situation having arisen here, the question of a depu-
tation proceeding from South Africa must remain in abeyance, as all the
energy will have to be concentrated upon preventing this latest proposal
to perpetrate an injustice on the British Indians in the Transvaal.

I venture to think that a personal interview with the Secretary of
State for India as also the Secretary of State for the Colonies is necessary.

/ remain,
Tours truly,

M. K. GANDHI

[PS.] I have run short of the cuttings and I cannot get them as today
is a Bank holiday.1

M. K. G.

From a photostat of the original signed by Gandhiji ; G. N.  2275

408. LETTER TO " THE RAND DAILY MAIL"*
[JOHANNESBURG,
Before August 9, 1906]
[TO
THE EDITOR
The Rand Daily Mail]
SIR,
1  trust you will permit me to offer a few remarks on your leading
article regarding the Asiatic legislation foreshadowed   by Mr, Duncan
in what I would venture to term his extraordinary statement*    In his
brief pronouncement he thrice told his hearers that it was the desire of
the Government to accord to the resident Asiatic population "just and
fair treatment" and that it was for that reason that the legislation des-
cribed by him was to be introduced, on the Legislative Council reassemb-
ling.
You have considered that the Ordinance to be passed will mean
generous treatment of the resident Asiatic population*
IThis is in  Gandhiji's  hand.
2 This was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 11-8-1906.